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Giant thermal Hall conductivity in the pseudogap 
phase of cuprate superconductors
G. Grissonnanche1*, A. Legros1,2, S. Badoux1, E. Lefrançois1, V. Zatko1, M. Lizaire1, F. Laliberté1, A. Gourgout1, J.-S. Zhou3,  
S. Pyon4,5, T. Takayama4,6, H. Takagi4,6,7,8, S. Ono9, N. Doiron-Leyraud1 & L. Taillefer1,10*

The nature of the pseudogap phase of the copper oxides (‘cuprates’) 
remains a puzzle. Although there are indications that this phase 
breaks various symmetries, there is no consensus on its fundamental 
nature1. Fermi-surface, transport and thermodynamic signatures 
of the pseudogap phase are reminiscent of a transition into a phase 
with antiferromagnetic order, but evidence for an associated long-
range magnetic order is still lacking2. Here we report measurements 
of the thermal Hall conductivity (in the x–y plane, κxy) in the 
normal state of four different cuprates—La1.6−xNd0.4SrxCuO4, 
La1.8−xEu0.2SrxCuO4, La2−xSrxCuO4 and Bi2Sr2−xLaxCuO6+δ. We 
show that a large negative κxy signal is a property of the pseudogap 
phase, appearing at its critical hole doping, p*. It is also a property 
of the Mott insulator at p ≈ 0, where κxy has the largest reported 
magnitude of any insulator so far3. Because this negative κxy signal 
grows as the system becomes increasingly insulating electrically, it 
cannot be attributed to conventional mobile charge carriers. Nor is 
it due to magnons, because it exists in the absence of magnetic order. 
Our observation is reminiscent of the thermal Hall conductivity of 
insulators with spin-liquid states4–6, pointing to neutral excitations 
with spin chirality7 in the pseudogap phase of cuprates.

Among the different families of unconventional superconductors, 
magnetism and superconductivity are often closely associated8. A nota-
ble exception is the family of hole-doped cuprates, where superconduc-
tivity mostly coexists instead with the pseudogap phase, which is an 
enigmatic state of matter whose nature remains unclear1. The critical 
doping p* (for the onset of the pseudogap phase) bears the hallmarks 
of an antiferromagnetic quantum critical point2, with a sharp drop in 
the carrier density n from n ≈ 1 + p above p* to n ≈ p below p*, a 
resistivity linear with temperature T, and a specific heat with a log(1/T) 
dependence. Yet, there is no evidence for long-range magnetic order 
appearing at p*. However, numerical solutions of the Hubbard model 
have shown that a pseudogap phase can arise from short-range antifer-
romagnetic correlations9. It has been argued that an exotic state with 
topological order can account for such a pseudogap and for the drop 
in carrier density without breaking translational symmetry10, but the 
low-energy excitations of such a state have yet to be detected.

In recent years, the thermal Hall effect has emerged as a powerful 
probe of magnetic texture and topological excitations in insulators.  
On the theory side, a non-zero thermal Hall conductivity κxy was 
shown to arise even without long-range magnetic order, either from the 
spin chirality of a paramagnetic state7 or from fractionalized (topolog-
ical) excitations in a spin liquid11. On the experimental side, a sizeable 
κxy has been measured in insulators without magnetic order, such as 
the spin-ice system Tb2Ti2O7 (ref. 12) and the spin-liquid systems RuCl3 
(ref. 4), volborthite5 and Ca kapellasite6.

In cuprates, studies of κxy have so far been limited to the super-
conducting state13–15, except for the case of YBa2Cu3Oy (YBCO) at 
p = 0.11, where κxy was measured in the field-induced normal state16, 

which has charge-density-wave order2. See Methods for a discussion 
of this particular case.

Here, we investigate the thermal Hall response of the pseu-
dogap phase via measurements of κxy in four different cuprate 
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Fig. 1 | Phase diagram and thermal Hall conductivity of cuprates.  
a, Temperature–doping phase diagram of Nd-LSCO, Eu-LSCO and LSCO, 
showing the antiferromagnetic phase below the Néel temperature TN and 
the pseudogap phase below T* (ref. 29), which ends at the critical doping 
p* = 0.23 for both Nd-LSCO (ref. 17) and Eu-LSCO (ref. 30). For LSCO, 
p* ≈ 0.18 (ref. 29). Short-range incommensurate spin order occurs below 
Tm, as measured by µSR on Nd-LSCO (squares21), Eu-LSCO (circles31) and 
LSCO (triangles32). The coloured vertical strips indicate the temperature 
range where the thermal Hall conductivity κxy/T at the corresponding 
doping decreases towards negative values at low temperature (see b).  
b, Thermal Hall conductivity κxy/T versus temperature in a field H = 15 T, 
for four materials and dopings as indicated, colour-coded with the vertical 
strips in a. On the right vertical axis, the magnitude of κxy/T is expressed 
in fundamental units of thermal conductance per plane (kB

2/ħ).
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Fig. 1 | Phase diagram and thermal Hall conductivity of cuprates.  
a, Temperature–doping phase diagram of Nd-LSCO, Eu-LSCO and LSCO, 
showing the antiferromagnetic phase below the Néel temperature TN and 
the pseudogap phase below T* (ref. 29), which ends at the critical doping 
p* = 0.23 for both Nd-LSCO (ref. 17) and Eu-LSCO (ref. 30). For LSCO, 
p* ≈ 0.18 (ref. 29). Short-range incommensurate spin order occurs below 
Tm, as measured by µSR on Nd-LSCO (squares21), Eu-LSCO (circles31) and 
LSCO (triangles32). The coloured vertical strips indicate the temperature 
range where the thermal Hall conductivity κxy/T at the corresponding 
doping decreases towards negative values at low temperature (see b).  
b, Thermal Hall conductivity κxy/T versus temperature in a field H = 15 T, 
for four materials and dopings as indicated, colour-coded with the vertical 
strips in a. On the right vertical axis, the magnitude of κxy/T is expressed 
in fundamental units of thermal conductance per plane (kB
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Extended Data Fig. 2 | Comparison of cuprates to other oxides. a, 
Thermal conductivity of two isostructural oxides, plotted as κxx/T versus 
T at H = 0, namely Y2Ti2O7 (red) and Tb2Ti2O7 (blue) (data points39). The 
presence of disordered magnetic moments in Tb2Ti2O7 produces a strong 
scattering of phonons, seen as a massive suppression of κxx (15-fold at 
T = 15 K). b, Field dependence of κxx, plotted as ∆κxx(H)/κxx(0) versus H, 
with ∆κxx = κxx(H) − κxx(0), at T = 15 K (blue data points12). The strong 
effect of field (30% in 8 T) is a direct signature of the strong coupling 
between phonons and spins in Tb2Ti2O7. Also shown is the transverse 
response in Tb2Ti2O7 at T = 15 K, plotted as κxy/T versus H (red data 
points12). Note that in Y2Ti2O7, κxy = 0 (ref. 12). c, Thermal conductivity of 

two Nd-LSCO samples, on either side of p* (red, p = 0.24; blue, p = 0.21), 
plotted as κxx/T versus T at H = 18 T (data points). We see that contrary 
to Tb2Ti2O7 (a), the appearance of the negative κxy signal in Nd-LSCO 
below p* is not accompanied by a large suppression of κxx (see Extended 
Data Fig. 3). d, Same as b but for LSCO p = 0.06, with the same x-axis 
and y-axis scales and data taken at (nearly) the same temperature (data 
points). We see that the situation in LSCO is very different to that found 
in Tb2Ti2O7 (b): instead of having a small κxy and a large ∆κxx (b), we now 
have a large κxy and a small ∆κxx. Quantitatively, κxy/∆κxx ≈ 1 in LSCO 
and approximately 0.01 in Tb2Ti2O7, at T = 15 K and H = 8 T (Table 1).
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Recent experiments on several cuprate compounds have identified an enhanced thermal
Hall response in the pseudogap phase. Most strikingly, this enhancement persists even in the
undoped system, which challenges our understanding of the insulating parent compounds.
To explain these surprising observations, we study the quantum phase transition of a square-
lattice antiferromagnet from a confining Néel state to a state with coexisting Néel and semion
topological order. The transition is driven by an applied magnetic field and involves no
change in the symmetry of the state. The critical point is described by a strongly-coupled
conformal field theory with an emergent global SO(3) symmetry. The field theory has
four di↵erent formulations in terms of SU(2) or U(1) gauge theories, which are all related
by dualities; we relate all four theories to the lattice degrees of freedom. We show how
proximity of the confining Néel state to the critical point can explain the enhanced thermal
Hall e↵ect seen in experiment.
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The ground state of the square lattice 
antiferromagnet is a conventional Neel state.

In a sufficiently large orbital magnetic field, there is 
a quantum transition to a “chiral spin liquid” 
co-existing with conventional Neel order.

Proximity to this quantum transition can enhance 
the thermal Hall effect at non-zero temperatures, 
even though the ground state is conventional.
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The Néel state of square lattice antiferromagnets described by

H1 =

X

i<j

JijSi · Sj + . . .

has zero transverse thermal conductivity xy/T = 0.

In the presence of a magnetic field

HB = J�

X

4
Si · (Sj ⇥ Sk)�

X

i

BZ · Si .

The orbital coupling J� / B? induces a non-zero Berry curvature

in the spin-wave dispersion, which induces a non-zero xy/T .

However, this Berry curvature is small at long wavelengths, and

consequently the thermal Hall conductivity is very small

|xy/T | ⌧ k
2
B/~, and vanishes rapidly as T ! 0.

<latexit sha1_base64="UE9EH353Apj3yYkN9O9LKBdrk/w="></latexit>
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the cluster-update scheme [39] finds a direct Néel-to-VBS
transition occurring at J c1

2 /J1 ≈ 0.57 [40]. The finite-size
PEPS results did not identify the true nature of VBS order,
specifically between plaquette and columnar. They also find
corresponding critical exponents are consistent with the J -Q
models. A very recent SU (2)-symmetric infinite PEPS (iPEPS)
ansatz suggests a quantum-critical point at J c1

2 /J1 ≃ 0.5,
where in contrast to the finite-size PEPS results [40], the
extracted critical exponents seem to deviate from those of the
J -Q models [41].

In this paper, we aim to develop a fully U (1)-symmetric
iPEPS ansatz with an “improved” update scheme to reexamine
the phase diagram of the J1-J2 SHM. So far, the iPEPS update
algorithms [42,43] have been able to treat the first-neighbor
interactions with high efficiency. They have been shown in
practice to be quite accurate and stable providing reliable
results. However, in the case of longer-range interactions (e.g.,
second-neighbor interactions) a similarly efficient scheme is
still highly desired. To this end, we present an update method
based on the so-called positive approximant and reduced-
tensor application [39,44] to treat second-nearest-neighbor
interactions more accurately and efficiently. We find that this
update scheme significantly improves efficiency and provides
more accurate results in comparison with previous schemes
[43,45]. In addition, we also investigate the implementation of
U (1) symmetry into the iPEPS ansatz by introducing a general
scheme to pick up relevant symmetry sectors. We show that it
solves the loss of accuracy observed when applying continuous
symmetry groups [46] and provides the same accuracy as
nonsymmetric iPEPS.

By using the U (1)-symmetric iPEPS ansatz, we clarify the
quantum phase diagram and the nature of phase transitions
for the J1-J2 SHM with substantially improved variational
wave function (of the ground state), and bridge the gap
between the previous tensor-network and DMRG studies. We
show that the nonmagnetic phase appears in the range of
0.53 < J2/J1 ! 0.61. The critical point J c1

2 /J1 ≃ 0.53 is of
the deconfined type confirmed by continuously vanishing the
Néel order parameter and the divergence of the correlation
length ξ ∼ D1.2. By extrapolating dimer-dimer and spin-spin
correlation functions in the D → ∞ limit, we estimate the
critical anomalous exponents ηs ∼ 0.6 and ηd ∼ 1.9. The
pattern of the local nearest-neighboring bond energies shows
that a columnar VBS phase is established up to J c2

2 /J1 ≃ 0.61.
However, the observed (variational) energies from different
approaches [32] indicate both columnar and plaquette VBS
phases are competitive candidates for the intermediate phase.
With further increasing J2/J1, a first-order phase transition
takes place from VBS phase to the conventional Stripe phase.

The paper is organized as follows. We first introduce the
model and briefly summarize different types of the phases and
the resulting phase diagram obtained by our iPEPS studies in
Sec. II. In Sec. III, we briefly introduce the U (1)-symmetric
iPEPS ansatz and discuss a general scheme to select auto-
matically relevant symmetric sectors (Sec. III B). We then
present an iterative scheme in detail and compare it with
previous schemes (Sec. III C). Section IV provides the main
simulation results. The variational ground-state energy and
Néel order parameter are presented in Sec. IV C. We show
that the intermediate phase is a columnar VBS represented in

FIG. 1. Phase diagram of the J1-J2 SHM as a function of coupling
J2. The arrows show pattern of magnetic order appeared in AFM Néel
and Stripe phases. The eclipses in intermediate phase (columnar VBS)
stand for entangled spins (singlet states).

Sec. IV D. The critical properties of the deconfined quantum-
critical point are discussed by studying correlation function and
correlation length in Sec. IV E; further plots of the correlation
functions are presented in the Appendix. Using different initial
tensors representing different symmetry-breaking states, we
determine the boundary of columnar VBS and the conventional
Stripe phase in Sec. IV F. Finally, we summarize our work with
some discussions in Sec. V.

II. MODEL

The J1-J2 SHM is defined by the Hamiltonian

H = J1

∑

⟨i,j⟩
Si · Sj + J2

∑

⟨⟨i,j⟩⟩
Si · Sj ,

where Si ≡(Sx
i ,S

y
i ,S

z
i ) are spin-1/2 operators. The couplings

J1 and J2 stand for the first- and second-neighbor antiferro-
magnetic (AFM) interactions. We set J1 = 1 throughout the
paper and consider the frustrated interaction J2 > 0.

In the extreme cases J2 ≈ 0 or J2 ≫ 1, the ground states
are, respectively, defined by two magnetically ordered phases,
i.e., AFM Néel and Stripe. The patterns of magnetic orders for
these phases have been shown in Fig. 1. All the earlier studies
suggest that these two phases are separated by an (or several)
intermediate phase(s). Our goal is to locate and characterize
the intermediate phase.

The obtained phase diagram has been illustrated in Fig. 1.
We find that the intermediate phase is a paramagnetic phase
that breaks lattice symmetry, i.e., a columnar VBS. As seen
in Fig. 1, columnar VBS order (in which vertical spins are
strongly entangled) only breaks lattice symmetry in the y
direction. The columnar VBS phase is separated from the
Néel one by a continuous phase transition occurred at J c1

2 =
0.530(5). In addition, the quantum phase transition between
VBS and AFM Stripe phases takes place at J c2

2 = 0.610(3),
which is of the first-order type.

III. METHOD

A. U(1)-symmetric iPEPS ansatz

An iPEPS is constructed by building-block tensors that
are sitting on sites of the physical lattice [47]. The tensors
are connected to each other by the so-called virtual bonds

174408-2

H1 =
X

i<j

JijSi · Sj + . . .

<latexit sha1_base64="G4g52iJ2pN1dSxlsOzEAk/Wf3MM="></latexit>

Nearest (J1 = 1) and next-nearest (J2)
neighbor interactions
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U(1)-symmetric infinite projected entangled-pair states study
of the spin-1/2 square J1- J2 Heisenberg model
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We develop an improved variant of U (1)-symmetric infinite projected entangled-pair states (iPEPS) ansatz to
investigate the ground-state phase diagram of the spin-1/2 square J1-J2 Heisenberg model. In order to improve
the accuracy of the ansatz, we discuss a simple strategy to select automatically relevant symmetric sectors and
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I. INTRODUCTION

Understanding of quantum many-body systems is of fun-
damental importance. These systems, even in the simplest
form, reveal fascinating quantum collective behavior distinctly
different from noninteracting particles. For instance, frustrated
quantum spin systems, defined by a simple spin model, are
considered one of the most important playgrounds to observe
exotic phenomena. Quantum spin liquid [1,2] with a topo-
logical order [3,4], valence bond solid (VBS) order [5– 7],
and deconfined quantum criticality [8] are some of the well-
known examples manifested in such systems. Specifically,
searching for the quantum spin-liquid states has received
much attention due to their distinct characteristics, such as
long-range entanglement [9] and nontrivial anyon statistics
[3,10]. A comprehensive characterization of them might lead
to a new understanding in physics of frustrated quantum
magnetism and providing “a new theoretical framework” [11]
for characterizing exotic phases of matter.

The frustrated spin-1/2 J1-J2 square Heisenberg
model (SHM) is one of the candidate models featuring
aforementioned exotic phases. The J1-J2 SHM has stimulated
extensive theoretical studies over the last two decades, due to its
simplicity and its experimental realization in several materials
[12– 14], such as vanadium-layered oxides Li2VO(Si,Ge)O4
and polycrystalline samples BaCdVO(PO4)2. In particular,
these studies have established that the second-neighbor J2
coupling controlling frustration induces nonmagnetic phases
around the highly frustrated point J2/J1 = 0.5 [15– 31].
Despite that, depending on numerical approaches, several sce-
narios have been proposed around this point: the earlier studies
based on small-size exact diagonalization, spin-wave theory,

series expansion, and coupled cluster methods find different
candidate states, such as columnar [20,27– 29], plaquette VBS
states [16– 19], and resonating valence bond [20,21] spin-liquid
states.

The recent SU (2)-symmetric density matrix renormaliza-
tion group (DMRG) study has demonstrated an intermediate
plaquette VBS phase between a Néel and Stripe magnetically
ordered phase [32], which does not support the previous
DMRG results of gapped Z2 spin liquid as the intermediate
phase [33]. However, in a small window of 0.44 < J2/J1 !
0.5, the SU (2) DMRG results cannot distinguish between two
possible scenarios, between a true deconfined quantum-critical
point or a gapless spin-liquid phase. A very recent DMRG
study [34] further supports the possibility of a gapless spin
liquid between the Néel and the VBS phases by following the
energy level crossings between different low-energy excited
states. On the other hand, variational Monte Carlo (VMC)
results [35] predict a gapless Z2 spin liquid in the whole
region 0.45 ! J2/J1 ! 0.6, while a very recent VMC study
[36] challenged this result by predicting a columnar VBS order
for 0.5 ! J2/J1 ! 0.6. The critical exponents reported in this
study show small deviation from those of the J -Q models.
However, understanding the true nature of quantum-critical
points and the corresponding universality classes turn out to
be even more challenging using unbiased methods [32,33,37].

Recently, tensor-network-based methods have also been ap-
plied to study the J1-J2 SHM. An early plaquette renormalized
tensor-network study [38] has predicted a possible plaquette
VBS order for the intermediate phase. They estimated the
second-order phase transition between Néel and plaquette VBS
phase to occur around J c1

2 /J1 ≈ 0.40. On the other hand,
finite-size projected entangled-pair states (PEPS) ansatz with
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which transforms as the Néel and VBS order parameters!

(Nx, Ny, Nz, Vx, Vy)
<latexit sha1_base64="iA+MQPPc3JFtHGtl/KiWPIqrOSo="></latexit>

Sf =

Z
d2rd⌧

2X

↵=1


f↵�

µ(@µ � iAµ)f↵

�

<latexit sha1_base64="I1zJWRSaYBnd2baoYn4RWv75AR0="></latexit>



 

Emergent SO(5) Symmetry at the Columnar Ordering Transition
in the Classical Cubic Dimer Model

G. J. Sreejith,1 Stephen Powell,2 and Adam Nahum3

1Indian Insitute for Science Education and Research, Pune 411008, India
2School of Physics and Astronomy, The University of Nottingham, Nottingham NG7 2RD, United Kingdom

3Theoretical Physics, Oxford University, Parks Road, Oxford OX1 3PU, United Kingdom

(Received 27 May 2018; revised manuscript received 10 January 2019; published 27 February 2019)

The classical cubic-lattice dimer model undergoes an unconventional transition between a columnar
crystal and a dimer liquid, in the same universality class as the deconfined quantum critical point in spin-
1=2 antiferromagnets but with very different microscopic physics and microscopic symmetries. Using
Monte Carlo simulations, we show that this transition has emergent SO(5) symmetry relating quantities
characterizing the two phases. While the low-temperature phase has a conventional order parameter, the
defining property of the Coulomb liquid on the high-temperature side is deconfinement of monomers, and
so SO(5) relates fundamentally different types of objects. Studying linear system sizes up to L ¼ 96, we
find that this symmetry applies with an excellent precision, consistently improving with system size over
this range. It is remarkable that SO(5) emerges in a system as basic as the cubic dimer model, with only
simple discrete degrees of freedom. Our results are important evidence for the generality of the SO(5)
symmetry that has been proposed for the noncompact CP1 field theory. We describe an interpretation for
these results in terms of a consistent hypothesis for the renormalization-group flow structure, allowing for
the possibility that SO(5) may ultimately be a near-symmetry rather than exact.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevLett.122.080601

The classical dimer model on the cubic lattice illustrates
three key mechanisms in three-dimensional (3D) critical
phenomena. Two of these are the appearance of artificial
gauge fields and unconventional phase transitions where
topological effects play a key role. The third, which we
demonstrate here, is the emergence in the infrared (IR) of
unusual non-Abelian symmetries that would be impossible
at a conventional Wilson-Fisher-like critical point.
The close-packed dimer model has a power-law corre-

lated “Coulomb” phase [1,2], governed by an emergent
U(1) gauge field whose conserved flux arises from a
“magnetic field” defined in terms of dimers. A remarkable
phase transition [3] separates this liquid from a “columnar”
phase, illustrated in Fig. 1(a), in which the dimers form a
crystal, spontaneously breaking lattice symmetries. Despite
being entirely classical, this transition is not described by
Ginzburg-Landau theory, but is instead a Higgs transition
of the U(1) gauge theory [4–6]. The effective field theory is
the noncompact CP1 model (NCCP1), in which the gauge
field couples to a two-component bosonic matter field that
condenses at the transition.
NCCP1 is also the effective field theory for the “decon-

fined” Néel-valence-bond solid (VBS) phase transition
[7,8] in 2þ 1D quantum antiferromagnets [9–18] and a
related lattice loop model [19]. This raises the possibility
that the dimer model exhibits a surprising emergent
symmetry: Simulations of the loop model show SO(5)

symmetry emerging at large scales [20]—either exactly or
to an extremely good approximation. Earlier work on
topological sigma models for deconfined critical points
[21,22] revealed that SO(5) is a consistent possibility in the
IR, despite the fact that it cannot be made manifest in the
gauge theory [23]. The Néel-VBS transition involves a
three-component antiferromagnetic order parameter and a
two-component VBS order parameter; SO(5) allows all five
components to be rotated into each other. This symmetry
can be understood through a set of dualities for NCCP1 and
related theories [24].

FIG. 1. Dimer model phases and interactions. (a) Columnar
phase (one of six symmetry-related ground states). (b) Disordered
configuration typical of high-temperature Coulomb phase.
(c) Pairs of nearest-neighbor parallel dimers (back face of cube)
contribute energy −v2. (d) Four parallel dimers around a cube
contribute v4.
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in the physics of network models of edge states akin to the
Chalker-Coddington network model for the integer quantum
Hall transition38. We will then turn to powerful numerical tools
to unambiguously identify the universal properties of the chiral
spin liquid.

The key step of our first argument is to view each triangle of
spins as the seed of a chiral topological phase, a puddle encircled
by an edge state, as illustrated in Fig. 2a. The natural candidate for
the phase filling the puddle is the bosonic n¼ 1/2 Laughlin
state39, which is the simplest bosonic quantum Hall state known
to possess the SU(2) symmetry required by our construction. It is
also the state envisioned by Kalmeyer and Laughlin4. Forming a
lattice out of the elementary triangles, we should then consider a
situation with many individual puddles of this topological phase.
To see what collective state is formed, we have to understand how
two corner-sharing triangles of the Kagome lattice are joined.
This situation of edges meeting at the corner spin shared by two
triangles is an incarnation of two-channel Kondo physics40,41, for
which it is well-known that the edges will heal42,43 if the coupling
to the centre spin is symmetric, as illustrated in Fig. 2b and
discussed in more detail in the Methods section. Thus, the corner
spin has merged the two triangles to form a larger puddle
encircled by a single edge state, that is, to form a larger region of
the topological phase. We can repeat the above step (Fig. 2) for all
pairs of corner-sharing triangles of the Kagome lattice. The
system then forms one macroscopic, extended region of a single
topological phase with one edge state encircling its outer
boundary, as illustrated in Fig. 1b, and with closed loops
encircling the interior hexagons of the Kagome lattice. We thus
obtain a direct realization of the Kalmeyer–Laughlin state for a
CSL phase.

Numerical identification of the CSL. We now turn to a
numerical identification of the CSL at the chiral point y¼p/2 of
Hamiltonian (2) and in its vicinity by studying the three hallmark
properties of a chiral topological phase: the presence of a gapped
spectrum with a topological degeneracy on the torus, a gapless
edge state with a universal spectrum of low-energy excitations,
and anyonic bulk excitations. On a technical level, we resort to
exact diagonalization and density-matrix renormalization group
(DMRG) calculations to extract energy spectra, entanglement
spectra and modular matrices for various system configurations.
To label their diameter and boundary condition, we will use the
notation introduced in ref. 30; see also the Methods section.

We first demonstrate that the system has a finite gap in the
thermodynamic limit. To this end, we consider a sequence of
XT4-0 tori of length up to 5 unit cells, shown in Fig. 3a. For
systems with NZ18 sites, there clearly is a low-lying excitation,
which can be attributed to a twofold near-degeneracy of the
ground state. All excitations above these near-degenerate ground
states are separated by a spectral gap of roughly DE0.05. Further
consistent evidence for the gap can be obtained from exact
diagonalization of a 36-site XT6-3 cluster and on XT4-2 clusters
of size up to 30 sites (not shown). As a further consistency check,
we can extract the gap for long, thin cylinders using DMRG.
Performing this for cylinders of type XC4-0 with up to 100 sites,

a b

Figure 1 | Hamiltonian and network model perspective. (a) Kagome lattice considered in this manuscript, where grey shading indicates the elementary
triangles. Arrows on the bonds indicate the direction induced by the magnetic flux F enclosed in each triangle. (b) Visualization of the network-model
perspective on the chiral spin liquid phase arising from Hamiltonian (2). Consistent with a chiral topological phase, a collective edge state encircles the
whole systems. In this particular model, additional closed edges encircle each hexagon.

Two-channel Kondo physics

a

b

Figure 2 | Network model perspective. (a) Sketch of a puddle of
topological phase replacing each triangle of three spins. (b) Behaviour of
two corner-sharing triangular puddles of the topological phase.
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Figure 3 | Exact diagonalization results. (a) Excitation energies on small
tori of type XT4-0 up to length 5. (b) Energy gap on a thin, long strip of
width 4 sites; dashed lines indicate the extrapolation to N-N. The two
different branches denote systems with an even (black) and odd (blue)
number of unit cells. (c) Entanglement entropy at the centre of the same
system as (b) on a semi-logarithmic scale for even (black) and odd (blue)
number of unit cells; dashed lines indicate a fit. Both fits are consistent with
c¼ 1. In all panels, N is the total number of lattice sites.
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FIG. 19. (Color online) iDMRG results for the scalar chiral
order parameter, O�, Eq. (34), versus J� for the groundstates
of H�, Eq. (35), constructed from a YC8-̂i sector. Each data-
point represents a O�[m ! 1, J�], which is the result of a
separate extrapolation on individual O� versus "m toward the
thermodynamic limit of "m ! 0 (m ! 1). The red line is

our attempted fit of b̃0 + b̃1J
b̃2
� to the black circles, excluding

the first two J� points (where the chirality is zero within the
error-bars), which is used to estimate the phase transition
when O�[m ! 1, Jcritical

� ] = 0. A zoom-in plot is presented
in the inset, as a guide to the eyes.

part, leading another question of our interest: is the SL
phase robust against perturbing HJ2 with a term that
explicitly breaks the ⌧ -symmetry and forms a chiral long-
range order? To answer this question, one can study the
J1-J2-J� model,

H� = HJ2 + J�
X

hi,j,ki

(Si ⇥ Sj) · Sk , (35)

where hi, j, ki indicates the sum over all NN triangular
plaquettes in a Hamiltonian unit cell. The phase diagram
of H� is previously studied using variational QMC87 and
ED84 techniques, however, no clear result has emerged on
the nature of the J� ! 0 limit. To shed some lights on
this matter, in this section we study the response of the
YC8-̂i groundstates85 to the chiral field by adiabatically
adding a J�-term to HJ2 , as in Eq. (35), and finding
new groundstates using the SU(2)-symmetric iMPS and
iDMRG methods.

We present our results for the extrapolated O� in the
thermodynamic limit of m ! 1 in Fig. 19. We no-
tice that, within our resolution, upon varying J�, there
is at least one (significant) point exposed to nonzero
chiral perturbations, but has negligible O�(m ! 1)
within the error-bars. This means that the topological
SL phase is robust against chirality and one needs to
provide ⌧ -symmetry-breaking terms larger than a finite-
value, namely Jcritical

�
, to impose a chiral groundstate.

To further predict this small Jcritical
�

, we applied a fit of

b̃0 + b̃1J b̃2
�

to the data and find Jcritical
�

= (� b0
b1
)

1
b2 =

0.0014(1). These results also suggest the existence of
a second order phase transition toward the CSL phase.
This is consistent with the suggestion from Wietek and
Läuchli84, and may clarify the results of Hu et al.87,
where it is unclear if O� would be zero or not in the
J� ! 0 limit.

X. CONCLUSION

We have presented comprehensive results for the phase
diagram of the J1-J2 Heisenberg model on triangular
lattices, using infinite-length YC structures. Using the
Binder ratio of the magnetization order parameter, Ur,
Eq. (31), and TOS columns of the momentum-resolved
ES, we have obtained phase boundaries and character-
ized the nature of the symmetry breaking magnetic or-
der. We found that the Binder ratio reliably detects
phase boundaries between magnetically ordered states,
even when using SU(2) symmetry, where the order pa-
rameter itself is zero by construction. We identified
the 120�-ordered groundstate as a three-sublattice LRO
with full SU(2)-symmetry-breaking in the thermody-
namic limit; the columnar-ordered groundstate as a two-
sublattice LRO with partial SU(2)-symmetry-breaking
at the thermodynamic limit, and confirm the nonmag-
netic nature of the SL states on infinite cylinders of
widths up to 12 sites. In addition, we have discovered
the stabilization of a new ASL phase, with power-law
correlation lengths, for width-6 infinite cylinders. We
have pinpointed the phase transitions between the infi-
nite cylinder’s groundstates of the THM, precisely, us-
ing the Binder ratios. The transitions are relatively
close to the phase boundaries found from the direct mea-
surements of the local order parameters using fDMRG
on Ly = 3, 4, 5, 6-cylinders, and short-range correlations
and fidelity susceptibility phase diagrams from iDMRG
calculations. In addition, for the columnar order, we
have numerically proved that the entropies consistently
obey SEE = a0(Ly) + (↵0 + ↵1Ly) log(⇠), a mixture of
the area-law and the quantum critical behavior, as ex-
pected for the magnetic phases built by the inherently
one-dimensional SU(2)-symmetric iMPS ansatz. To the
best of our knowledge, a set of numerical tools to ef-
ficiently distinguish and classify LROs were previously
absent in the SU(2)-symmetric iDMRG literature. Con-
sidering the advantages of SU(2)-symmetric calculations,
we suggest that the proposed methods can be applied
widely to detect symmetry broken states using the iMPS.

Finally, to unravel the true nature of time-reversal
symmetry-breaking in the topological SL, we have in-
vestigated the robustness of YC8-̂i sector under perturb-
ing HJ2 with a chiral term, Eq. (35) (it was previously
suggested77 that YC8-̂i states are prone to become chi-
ral under applying bond anisotropies to the Hamilto-
nian). The results of the scalar chiral order parameter,

O�(m ! 1), versus J� can be fitted using b̃0+b̃1J b̃2
�

with

Triangular lattice antiferromagnet

S. N. Saadatmand and I. P. McCulloch, PRB 96, 075117 (2017)

J2/J1 = 1/8; critical J� = 0.0014
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Giant thermal Hall conductivity in the pseudogap 
phase of cuprate superconductors
G. Grissonnanche1*, A. Legros1,2, S. Badoux1, E. Lefrançois1, V. Zatko1, M. Lizaire1, F. Laliberté1, A. Gourgout1, J.-S. Zhou3,  
S. Pyon4,5, T. Takayama4,6, H. Takagi4,6,7,8, S. Ono9, N. Doiron-Leyraud1 & L. Taillefer1,10*

The nature of the pseudogap phase of the copper oxides (‘cuprates’) 
remains a puzzle. Although there are indications that this phase 
breaks various symmetries, there is no consensus on its fundamental 
nature1. Fermi-surface, transport and thermodynamic signatures 
of the pseudogap phase are reminiscent of a transition into a phase 
with antiferromagnetic order, but evidence for an associated long-
range magnetic order is still lacking2. Here we report measurements 
of the thermal Hall conductivity (in the x–y plane, κxy) in the 
normal state of four different cuprates—La1.6−xNd0.4SrxCuO4, 
La1.8−xEu0.2SrxCuO4, La2−xSrxCuO4 and Bi2Sr2−xLaxCuO6+δ. We 
show that a large negative κxy signal is a property of the pseudogap 
phase, appearing at its critical hole doping, p*. It is also a property 
of the Mott insulator at p ≈ 0, where κxy has the largest reported 
magnitude of any insulator so far3. Because this negative κxy signal 
grows as the system becomes increasingly insulating electrically, it 
cannot be attributed to conventional mobile charge carriers. Nor is 
it due to magnons, because it exists in the absence of magnetic order. 
Our observation is reminiscent of the thermal Hall conductivity of 
insulators with spin-liquid states4–6, pointing to neutral excitations 
with spin chirality7 in the pseudogap phase of cuprates.

Among the different families of unconventional superconductors, 
magnetism and superconductivity are often closely associated8. A nota-
ble exception is the family of hole-doped cuprates, where superconduc-
tivity mostly coexists instead with the pseudogap phase, which is an 
enigmatic state of matter whose nature remains unclear1. The critical 
doping p* (for the onset of the pseudogap phase) bears the hallmarks 
of an antiferromagnetic quantum critical point2, with a sharp drop in 
the carrier density n from n ≈ 1 + p above p* to n ≈ p below p*, a 
resistivity linear with temperature T, and a specific heat with a log(1/T) 
dependence. Yet, there is no evidence for long-range magnetic order 
appearing at p*. However, numerical solutions of the Hubbard model 
have shown that a pseudogap phase can arise from short-range antifer-
romagnetic correlations9. It has been argued that an exotic state with 
topological order can account for such a pseudogap and for the drop 
in carrier density without breaking translational symmetry10, but the 
low-energy excitations of such a state have yet to be detected.

In recent years, the thermal Hall effect has emerged as a powerful 
probe of magnetic texture and topological excitations in insulators.  
On the theory side, a non-zero thermal Hall conductivity κxy was 
shown to arise even without long-range magnetic order, either from the 
spin chirality of a paramagnetic state7 or from fractionalized (topolog-
ical) excitations in a spin liquid11. On the experimental side, a sizeable 
κxy has been measured in insulators without magnetic order, such as 
the spin-ice system Tb2Ti2O7 (ref. 12) and the spin-liquid systems RuCl3 
(ref. 4), volborthite5 and Ca kapellasite6.

In cuprates, studies of κxy have so far been limited to the super-
conducting state13–15, except for the case of YBa2Cu3Oy (YBCO) at 
p = 0.11, where κxy was measured in the field-induced normal state16, 

which has charge-density-wave order2. See Methods for a discussion 
of this particular case.

Here, we investigate the thermal Hall response of the pseu-
dogap phase via measurements of κxy in four different cuprate 
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Fig. 1 | Phase diagram and thermal Hall conductivity of cuprates.  
a, Temperature–doping phase diagram of Nd-LSCO, Eu-LSCO and LSCO, 
showing the antiferromagnetic phase below the Néel temperature TN and 
the pseudogap phase below T* (ref. 29), which ends at the critical doping 
p* = 0.23 for both Nd-LSCO (ref. 17) and Eu-LSCO (ref. 30). For LSCO, 
p* ≈ 0.18 (ref. 29). Short-range incommensurate spin order occurs below 
Tm, as measured by µSR on Nd-LSCO (squares21), Eu-LSCO (circles31) and 
LSCO (triangles32). The coloured vertical strips indicate the temperature 
range where the thermal Hall conductivity κxy/T at the corresponding 
doping decreases towards negative values at low temperature (see b).  
b, Thermal Hall conductivity κxy/T versus temperature in a field H = 15 T, 
for four materials and dopings as indicated, colour-coded with the vertical 
strips in a. On the right vertical axis, the magnitude of κxy/T is expressed 
in fundamental units of thermal conductance per plane (kB

2/ħ).
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Giant thermal Hall conductivity in the pseudogap 
phase of cuprate superconductors
G. Grissonnanche1*, A. Legros1,2, S. Badoux1, E. Lefrançois1, V. Zatko1, M. Lizaire1, F. Laliberté1, A. Gourgout1, J.-S. Zhou3,  
S. Pyon4,5, T. Takayama4,6, H. Takagi4,6,7,8, S. Ono9, N. Doiron-Leyraud1 & L. Taillefer1,10*

The nature of the pseudogap phase of the copper oxides (‘cuprates’) 
remains a puzzle. Although there are indications that this phase 
breaks various symmetries, there is no consensus on its fundamental 
nature1. Fermi-surface, transport and thermodynamic signatures 
of the pseudogap phase are reminiscent of a transition into a phase 
with antiferromagnetic order, but evidence for an associated long-
range magnetic order is still lacking2. Here we report measurements 
of the thermal Hall conductivity (in the x–y plane, κxy) in the 
normal state of four different cuprates—La1.6−xNd0.4SrxCuO4, 
La1.8−xEu0.2SrxCuO4, La2−xSrxCuO4 and Bi2Sr2−xLaxCuO6+δ. We 
show that a large negative κxy signal is a property of the pseudogap 
phase, appearing at its critical hole doping, p*. It is also a property 
of the Mott insulator at p ≈ 0, where κxy has the largest reported 
magnitude of any insulator so far3. Because this negative κxy signal 
grows as the system becomes increasingly insulating electrically, it 
cannot be attributed to conventional mobile charge carriers. Nor is 
it due to magnons, because it exists in the absence of magnetic order. 
Our observation is reminiscent of the thermal Hall conductivity of 
insulators with spin-liquid states4–6, pointing to neutral excitations 
with spin chirality7 in the pseudogap phase of cuprates.

Among the different families of unconventional superconductors, 
magnetism and superconductivity are often closely associated8. A nota-
ble exception is the family of hole-doped cuprates, where superconduc-
tivity mostly coexists instead with the pseudogap phase, which is an 
enigmatic state of matter whose nature remains unclear1. The critical 
doping p* (for the onset of the pseudogap phase) bears the hallmarks 
of an antiferromagnetic quantum critical point2, with a sharp drop in 
the carrier density n from n ≈ 1 + p above p* to n ≈ p below p*, a 
resistivity linear with temperature T, and a specific heat with a log(1/T) 
dependence. Yet, there is no evidence for long-range magnetic order 
appearing at p*. However, numerical solutions of the Hubbard model 
have shown that a pseudogap phase can arise from short-range antifer-
romagnetic correlations9. It has been argued that an exotic state with 
topological order can account for such a pseudogap and for the drop 
in carrier density without breaking translational symmetry10, but the 
low-energy excitations of such a state have yet to be detected.

In recent years, the thermal Hall effect has emerged as a powerful 
probe of magnetic texture and topological excitations in insulators.  
On the theory side, a non-zero thermal Hall conductivity κxy was 
shown to arise even without long-range magnetic order, either from the 
spin chirality of a paramagnetic state7 or from fractionalized (topolog-
ical) excitations in a spin liquid11. On the experimental side, a sizeable 
κxy has been measured in insulators without magnetic order, such as 
the spin-ice system Tb2Ti2O7 (ref. 12) and the spin-liquid systems RuCl3 
(ref. 4), volborthite5 and Ca kapellasite6.

In cuprates, studies of κxy have so far been limited to the super-
conducting state13–15, except for the case of YBa2Cu3Oy (YBCO) at 
p = 0.11, where κxy was measured in the field-induced normal state16, 

which has charge-density-wave order2. See Methods for a discussion 
of this particular case.

Here, we investigate the thermal Hall response of the pseu-
dogap phase via measurements of κxy in four different cuprate 
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Fig. 1 | Phase diagram and thermal Hall conductivity of cuprates.  
a, Temperature–doping phase diagram of Nd-LSCO, Eu-LSCO and LSCO, 
showing the antiferromagnetic phase below the Néel temperature TN and 
the pseudogap phase below T* (ref. 29), which ends at the critical doping 
p* = 0.23 for both Nd-LSCO (ref. 17) and Eu-LSCO (ref. 30). For LSCO, 
p* ≈ 0.18 (ref. 29). Short-range incommensurate spin order occurs below 
Tm, as measured by µSR on Nd-LSCO (squares21), Eu-LSCO (circles31) and 
LSCO (triangles32). The coloured vertical strips indicate the temperature 
range where the thermal Hall conductivity κxy/T at the corresponding 
doping decreases towards negative values at low temperature (see b).  
b, Thermal Hall conductivity κxy/T versus temperature in a field H = 15 T, 
for four materials and dopings as indicated, colour-coded with the vertical 
strips in a. On the right vertical axis, the magnitude of κxy/T is expressed 
in fundamental units of thermal conductance per plane (kB

2/ħ).
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Extended Data Fig. 2 | Comparison of cuprates to other oxides. a, 
Thermal conductivity of two isostructural oxides, plotted as κxx/T versus 
T at H = 0, namely Y2Ti2O7 (red) and Tb2Ti2O7 (blue) (data points39). The 
presence of disordered magnetic moments in Tb2Ti2O7 produces a strong 
scattering of phonons, seen as a massive suppression of κxx (15-fold at 
T = 15 K). b, Field dependence of κxx, plotted as ∆κxx(H)/κxx(0) versus H, 
with ∆κxx = κxx(H) − κxx(0), at T = 15 K (blue data points12). The strong 
effect of field (30% in 8 T) is a direct signature of the strong coupling 
between phonons and spins in Tb2Ti2O7. Also shown is the transverse 
response in Tb2Ti2O7 at T = 15 K, plotted as κxy/T versus H (red data 
points12). Note that in Y2Ti2O7, κxy = 0 (ref. 12). c, Thermal conductivity of 

two Nd-LSCO samples, on either side of p* (red, p = 0.24; blue, p = 0.21), 
plotted as κxx/T versus T at H = 18 T (data points). We see that contrary 
to Tb2Ti2O7 (a), the appearance of the negative κxy signal in Nd-LSCO 
below p* is not accompanied by a large suppression of κxx (see Extended 
Data Fig. 3). d, Same as b but for LSCO p = 0.06, with the same x-axis 
and y-axis scales and data taken at (nearly) the same temperature (data 
points). We see that the situation in LSCO is very different to that found 
in Tb2Ti2O7 (b): instead of having a small κxy and a large ∆κxx (b), we now 
have a large κxy and a small ∆κxx. Quantitatively, κxy/∆κxx ≈ 1 in LSCO 
and approximately 0.01 in Tb2Ti2O7, at T = 15 K and H = 8 T (Table 1).
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Thermal Hall conductivity of Nf fermions f↵, ↵ = 1 . . . Nf

coupled to SU(2) gauge field Aµ at Chern-Simons level k

Lf = f↵�
µ
(@µ � iAµ)f↵ +mf↵f↵ + kCS[Aµ]

The thermal Hall conductivity is a universal function of

m/T , which can be computed in an expansion in 1/Nf

with k / Nf .

xy =
k2BT

~ F(m/T )

• In the limit T ⌧ |m|, we obtain two gapped topolog-

ical phases in which F is a rational number. These

are described by SU(2) gauge theory at integer level

k � (Nf/2)sgn(m).

• For T � |m|, we have the quantum critical region,

where F is not rational, and xy requires a bulk 2+1

dimensional description.
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Giant thermal Hall conductivity in the pseudogap 
phase of cuprate superconductors
G. Grissonnanche1*, A. Legros1,2, S. Badoux1, E. Lefrançois1, V. Zatko1, M. Lizaire1, F. Laliberté1, A. Gourgout1, J.-S. Zhou3,  
S. Pyon4,5, T. Takayama4,6, H. Takagi4,6,7,8, S. Ono9, N. Doiron-Leyraud1 & L. Taillefer1,10*

The nature of the pseudogap phase of the copper oxides (‘cuprates’) 
remains a puzzle. Although there are indications that this phase 
breaks various symmetries, there is no consensus on its fundamental 
nature1. Fermi-surface, transport and thermodynamic signatures 
of the pseudogap phase are reminiscent of a transition into a phase 
with antiferromagnetic order, but evidence for an associated long-
range magnetic order is still lacking2. Here we report measurements 
of the thermal Hall conductivity (in the x–y plane, κxy) in the 
normal state of four different cuprates—La1.6−xNd0.4SrxCuO4, 
La1.8−xEu0.2SrxCuO4, La2−xSrxCuO4 and Bi2Sr2−xLaxCuO6+δ. We 
show that a large negative κxy signal is a property of the pseudogap 
phase, appearing at its critical hole doping, p*. It is also a property 
of the Mott insulator at p ≈ 0, where κxy has the largest reported 
magnitude of any insulator so far3. Because this negative κxy signal 
grows as the system becomes increasingly insulating electrically, it 
cannot be attributed to conventional mobile charge carriers. Nor is 
it due to magnons, because it exists in the absence of magnetic order. 
Our observation is reminiscent of the thermal Hall conductivity of 
insulators with spin-liquid states4–6, pointing to neutral excitations 
with spin chirality7 in the pseudogap phase of cuprates.

Among the different families of unconventional superconductors, 
magnetism and superconductivity are often closely associated8. A nota-
ble exception is the family of hole-doped cuprates, where superconduc-
tivity mostly coexists instead with the pseudogap phase, which is an 
enigmatic state of matter whose nature remains unclear1. The critical 
doping p* (for the onset of the pseudogap phase) bears the hallmarks 
of an antiferromagnetic quantum critical point2, with a sharp drop in 
the carrier density n from n ≈ 1 + p above p* to n ≈ p below p*, a 
resistivity linear with temperature T, and a specific heat with a log(1/T) 
dependence. Yet, there is no evidence for long-range magnetic order 
appearing at p*. However, numerical solutions of the Hubbard model 
have shown that a pseudogap phase can arise from short-range antifer-
romagnetic correlations9. It has been argued that an exotic state with 
topological order can account for such a pseudogap and for the drop 
in carrier density without breaking translational symmetry10, but the 
low-energy excitations of such a state have yet to be detected.

In recent years, the thermal Hall effect has emerged as a powerful 
probe of magnetic texture and topological excitations in insulators.  
On the theory side, a non-zero thermal Hall conductivity κxy was 
shown to arise even without long-range magnetic order, either from the 
spin chirality of a paramagnetic state7 or from fractionalized (topolog-
ical) excitations in a spin liquid11. On the experimental side, a sizeable 
κxy has been measured in insulators without magnetic order, such as 
the spin-ice system Tb2Ti2O7 (ref. 12) and the spin-liquid systems RuCl3 
(ref. 4), volborthite5 and Ca kapellasite6.

In cuprates, studies of κxy have so far been limited to the super-
conducting state13–15, except for the case of YBa2Cu3Oy (YBCO) at 
p = 0.11, where κxy was measured in the field-induced normal state16, 

which has charge-density-wave order2. See Methods for a discussion 
of this particular case.

Here, we investigate the thermal Hall response of the pseu-
dogap phase via measurements of κxy in four different cuprate 
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Fig. 1 | Phase diagram and thermal Hall conductivity of cuprates.  
a, Temperature–doping phase diagram of Nd-LSCO, Eu-LSCO and LSCO, 
showing the antiferromagnetic phase below the Néel temperature TN and 
the pseudogap phase below T* (ref. 29), which ends at the critical doping 
p* = 0.23 for both Nd-LSCO (ref. 17) and Eu-LSCO (ref. 30). For LSCO, 
p* ≈ 0.18 (ref. 29). Short-range incommensurate spin order occurs below 
Tm, as measured by µSR on Nd-LSCO (squares21), Eu-LSCO (circles31) and 
LSCO (triangles32). The coloured vertical strips indicate the temperature 
range where the thermal Hall conductivity κxy/T at the corresponding 
doping decreases towards negative values at low temperature (see b).  
b, Thermal Hall conductivity κxy/T versus temperature in a field H = 15 T, 
for four materials and dopings as indicated, colour-coded with the vertical 
strips in a. On the right vertical axis, the magnitude of κxy/T is expressed 
in fundamental units of thermal conductance per plane (kB

2/ħ).
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Giant thermal Hall conductivity in the pseudogap 
phase of cuprate superconductors
G. Grissonnanche1*, A. Legros1,2, S. Badoux1, E. Lefrançois1, V. Zatko1, M. Lizaire1, F. Laliberté1, A. Gourgout1, J.-S. Zhou3,  
S. Pyon4,5, T. Takayama4,6, H. Takagi4,6,7,8, S. Ono9, N. Doiron-Leyraud1 & L. Taillefer1,10*

The nature of the pseudogap phase of the copper oxides (‘cuprates’) 
remains a puzzle. Although there are indications that this phase 
breaks various symmetries, there is no consensus on its fundamental 
nature1. Fermi-surface, transport and thermodynamic signatures 
of the pseudogap phase are reminiscent of a transition into a phase 
with antiferromagnetic order, but evidence for an associated long-
range magnetic order is still lacking2. Here we report measurements 
of the thermal Hall conductivity (in the x–y plane, κxy) in the 
normal state of four different cuprates—La1.6−xNd0.4SrxCuO4, 
La1.8−xEu0.2SrxCuO4, La2−xSrxCuO4 and Bi2Sr2−xLaxCuO6+δ. We 
show that a large negative κxy signal is a property of the pseudogap 
phase, appearing at its critical hole doping, p*. It is also a property 
of the Mott insulator at p ≈ 0, where κxy has the largest reported 
magnitude of any insulator so far3. Because this negative κxy signal 
grows as the system becomes increasingly insulating electrically, it 
cannot be attributed to conventional mobile charge carriers. Nor is 
it due to magnons, because it exists in the absence of magnetic order. 
Our observation is reminiscent of the thermal Hall conductivity of 
insulators with spin-liquid states4–6, pointing to neutral excitations 
with spin chirality7 in the pseudogap phase of cuprates.

Among the different families of unconventional superconductors, 
magnetism and superconductivity are often closely associated8. A nota-
ble exception is the family of hole-doped cuprates, where superconduc-
tivity mostly coexists instead with the pseudogap phase, which is an 
enigmatic state of matter whose nature remains unclear1. The critical 
doping p* (for the onset of the pseudogap phase) bears the hallmarks 
of an antiferromagnetic quantum critical point2, with a sharp drop in 
the carrier density n from n ≈ 1 + p above p* to n ≈ p below p*, a 
resistivity linear with temperature T, and a specific heat with a log(1/T) 
dependence. Yet, there is no evidence for long-range magnetic order 
appearing at p*. However, numerical solutions of the Hubbard model 
have shown that a pseudogap phase can arise from short-range antifer-
romagnetic correlations9. It has been argued that an exotic state with 
topological order can account for such a pseudogap and for the drop 
in carrier density without breaking translational symmetry10, but the 
low-energy excitations of such a state have yet to be detected.

In recent years, the thermal Hall effect has emerged as a powerful 
probe of magnetic texture and topological excitations in insulators.  
On the theory side, a non-zero thermal Hall conductivity κxy was 
shown to arise even without long-range magnetic order, either from the 
spin chirality of a paramagnetic state7 or from fractionalized (topolog-
ical) excitations in a spin liquid11. On the experimental side, a sizeable 
κxy has been measured in insulators without magnetic order, such as 
the spin-ice system Tb2Ti2O7 (ref. 12) and the spin-liquid systems RuCl3 
(ref. 4), volborthite5 and Ca kapellasite6.

In cuprates, studies of κxy have so far been limited to the super-
conducting state13–15, except for the case of YBa2Cu3Oy (YBCO) at 
p = 0.11, where κxy was measured in the field-induced normal state16, 

which has charge-density-wave order2. See Methods for a discussion 
of this particular case.

Here, we investigate the thermal Hall response of the pseu-
dogap phase via measurements of κxy in four different cuprate 
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Fig. 1 | Phase diagram and thermal Hall conductivity of cuprates.  
a, Temperature–doping phase diagram of Nd-LSCO, Eu-LSCO and LSCO, 
showing the antiferromagnetic phase below the Néel temperature TN and 
the pseudogap phase below T* (ref. 29), which ends at the critical doping 
p* = 0.23 for both Nd-LSCO (ref. 17) and Eu-LSCO (ref. 30). For LSCO, 
p* ≈ 0.18 (ref. 29). Short-range incommensurate spin order occurs below 
Tm, as measured by µSR on Nd-LSCO (squares21), Eu-LSCO (circles31) and 
LSCO (triangles32). The coloured vertical strips indicate the temperature 
range where the thermal Hall conductivity κxy/T at the corresponding 
doping decreases towards negative values at low temperature (see b).  
b, Thermal Hall conductivity κxy/T versus temperature in a field H = 15 T, 
for four materials and dopings as indicated, colour-coded with the vertical 
strips in a. On the right vertical axis, the magnitude of κxy/T is expressed 
in fundamental units of thermal conductance per plane (kB

2/ħ).
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Model for the pseudogap

Fermionic ‘chargons’ of density � in hole pockets.
The fermions carry electromagnetic gauge charge +e,
and charges p = ±1 under an emergent U(1) gauge field.
v is a valley index, vdis is an impurity potential.
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Increasing SDW order



Thermal Hall conductivity

Fermionic ‘chargons’ of density � in hole pockets.
The fermions carry electromagnetic gauge charge +e,
and charges p = ±1 under an emergent U(1) gauge field.
v is a valley index, vdis is an impurity potential.
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Increasing SDW order

Leading order fermionic contribution is that
implied by the Wiedemann-Franz law.
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Thermal Hall conductivity

Fermionic ‘chargons’ of density � in hole pockets.
The fermions carry electromagnetic gauge charge +e,
and charges p = ±1 under an emergent U(1) gauge field.
v is a valley index, vdis is an impurity potential.
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Integrating out the fermions leads to an e↵ective
action for the emergent U(1) gauge field
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Thermal Hall conductivity

Fermionic ‘chargons’ of density � in hole pockets.
The fermions carry electromagnetic gauge charge +e,
and charges p = ±1 under an emergent U(1) gauge field.
v is a valley index, vdis is an impurity potential.
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The gauge field contributes a thermal Hall con-

ductivity, 1
xy, which has the opposite sign from

the Wiedemann-Franz term determined from �xy.
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Summary: Insulator

The ground state of the square lattice antiferromagnet is a 
conventional Neel state.

In a sufficiently large orbital magnetic field, there is a 
quantum transition to a “chiral spin liquid” co-existing with 
conventional Neel order.

Proximity to this quantum transition can enhance the 
thermal Hall effect at non-zero temperatures, even though 
the ground state is conventional.

Can identify two contributions to the thermal Hall effect: 
from the fermionic matter (spinons) , and from the 
emergent gauge field with the opposite sign.

 

 

 

 



Summary: Pseudogap at non-zero doping

Model the pseudogap by pockets of fermionic “chargons” 
carrying gauge charges of an emergent U(1) gauge field 
 
 
One contribution to the thermal Hall effect is the 
Wiedemann-Franz law of a disordered Fermi liquid

 
There is an additional emergent gauge field contribution 
which has the opposite sign.

 

 

 


