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CUTAWAY DRAWING OF VANGUARD 6.4 INCH TEST SATELLITE
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Sputnik 1 launches on
October 4, 1957 b - ,
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Rocket Blows Up

In First U.S. Try

(Dept. of Defense)
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1958. It carried instruments to measure
the temperature and to detect cosmic rays
and micrometeorites.



Vanguard finally launches
on March 17, 1958



NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ACT OF 1958,
Pub. L. No. 85-568,
72 Stat. 426-438 (Jul. 29, 1958)
As Amended

AN ACT
To provide for rescarch into problems of flight within and outside the carth's atmosphere,
and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

TITLE I-SHORT TITLE, DECLARATION OF POLICY, AND DEFINITIONS
SHORT TITLE
Sec. 101, This Act may be cited as the “National Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958,
DECLARATION OF POLICY AND PURPOSE

Sec. 102, (a) The Congress hereby declares that it is the policy of the United States that
activities in space should be devoted to peaceful purposes for the benefit of all mankind.

(b) The Congress declares that the general welfare and security of the United States require
that adequate provision be made for acronautical and space activitics. The Congress further
declares that such activitics shall be the responsibility of, and shall be directed by, a civilian
agency exercising control over seronautical and space activities sponsored by the United States,
except that activitics peculiar to or primanily associated with the development of weapons
systems, military operations, or the defense of the United States (including the rescarch and
development necessary to make effective provision for the defense of the United States) shall
be the responsibility of, and shall be directed by, the Department of Defense; and that
determination as to which such agency has responsibility for and direction of any such activity
shall be made by the President in conformity with section 247 1(e).

(¢) The Congress declares that the genceral welfare of the United States requires that the
National Acronautics and Space Administration (as established by title 11 of this Act) seck and
encourage, to the maximum extent possible, the fullest commercial use of space.

(d) The acronautical and space activitics of the United States shall be conducted so as to
contribute matenally to onc or more of the following objectives: X

(1) The cxpansion of human knowledge of the Earth and " of phenomena in the
atmosphere and space:

(2) The improvement of the usefulness, performance, speed, safety, and efficiency of
acronautical and space vehicles:

(3) The development and operation of vehicles capable of camrying instruments,
equipment, supplies, and living organisms through space;






