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https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=638223742425&set=a.610601697225.2096038.8404414&type=1&theater
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http://www.cbs.com/shows/big_bang_theory/photos/103797/the-hawking-excitation/103798, http://
access.aasd.k12.wi.us/wp/baslerdale/2009/10/30/why-care-about-e-mc2-on-colbert/, http://couragewolfmeme.com/

courage-wolf-571, http://kevinspraggett.blogspot.com/2011/06/karpovs-chess-schools.html, http://www.law-guy.com/

THEORETICAL PHYSICIST
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http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/multimedia/gallery/Venus.jpg; http://nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov/image/planetary/mars/

5



http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/multimedia/gallery/Venus.jpg; http://nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov/image/planetary/mars/
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Scientific_american_2808184.png, http://

Early History
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Chronicle of the Industrial 
• Rufus Porter

– Schoolmaster, painter, musician, editor, 
inventor of the revolver (sold to Colt)

– After 10 months, bored, he sold 
Scientific American for $800 to…
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Chronicle of the Industrial 
• Orson Desaix Munn, 22
• Alfred Ely Beach, 19

– Beach was son of New York 
Sun publisher and inventor of 
first subway (pneumatic tube)

– Magazine processed one-third 
of patents issued in U.S.
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Chronicle of the Industrial 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/90/Beach_Pneumatic_plan.jpg, http://upload.wikimedia.org/
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Chronicle of the Industrial 

12 Dec 1877, 18 May 1889
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Birth of the Modern Sci Am

http://www.janusmuseum.org/panabasis/jan05.htm

• Gerard Piel, 33
• Dennis Flanagan, 28

– Life magazine reporters
– “Joint effort” between 

scientists and journalists

11



Golden Years

October 1970, September 1974, August 1985, 
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Boom … and Bust

http://designarchives.aiga.org/assets/images/000/020/289/20289_lg.jpg, http://
larisaschooloflanguage.edublogs.org/files/2011/01/Discover-The-Einstein-Dilemma-1sy384f.jpg, http://

1.bp.blogspot.com/__BZVhHDzeV0/TDJDZXpjybI/AAAAAAAAFpw/WJkIBWbDWxg/s400/omni_8306.jpg, http://
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Boom … and Bust

http://designarchives.aiga.org/assets/images/000/020/289/20289_lg.jpg, http://
larisaschooloflanguage.edublogs.org/files/2011/01/Discover-The-Einstein-Dilemma-1sy384f.jpg, http://

1.bp.blogspot.com/__BZVhHDzeV0/TDJDZXpjybI/AAAAAAAAFpw/WJkIBWbDWxg/s400/omni_8306.jpg, http://
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Recent Years
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Today: Print Readers

• 450,000 circulation in U.S.
– 3.3 million readers worldwide 
– Record subscriber renewal rates

• U.S. newsstand sales average: 70,000
– In top 100 of U.S. titles
– BUT newsstand for SA & all magazines 

sliding: –15% to –20% in 2011 from 2010
• Factors: Borders bookstores close, airline traffic 

down, POS changes, inherent display flaws (“Men’s”)
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What’s Going On? 

• Print (MRI)
– 47 median age
– 70% male/30% female

• Online (Nielson)
– 37 median age—YES, 10 years younger 
– 56.5% male/43.5% female

• Print/online readers respond differently 
– On different devices, the audience shifts
– And on different services, they change, too
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Who Are the Readers?

scientists (3–4%)

doctors (4–8%)

students (4–8%)

engineers (6–15%)

teachers (10–15%)

managers (25%)
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by Avonelle Wing, 26 Mar 12
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What Makes a Sci Am Story?

• present a problem/paradox/tension/mystery 
• provide some resolution
• needn’t be—shouldn’t be—linear
• represent not just author’s work, but a community’s
• thematic rather than mission- or instrument-based
• timely: why now?
• how you know what you know
• make a point (spouse test)
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Words to the Wise

• underestimating the reader
• worrying what colleagues will say
• journalese: “insights,” “implications”
• received-wisdom syndrome
• metaphors that don’t travel well
• obsessing over length
• readers can stop anytime

http://vinodwadhawan.blogspot.com/2012/01/9-symmetry-is-supreme.html
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Life Cycle of a Print Article I

Article Editorial Invitation 

WritingDraftsSubmissionWaiting
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Life Cycle of a Print Article II

• line-editing; summary for art and web team (e.g., December)
• author review of line-edit      (early January)
• copy-editing and first proofs      (late January)
• full proofs          (early February)
• article goes to press        (mid-February)
• goes up on newsstands and website    (mid-March)
• it ain’t over: readers’ responses     (April, May)
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by Jen Christiansen, 29 Mar 12
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http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/at-scientific-american/2012/02/21/the-evolution-of-a-scientific-american-
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http://chandra.harvard.edu/edu/formal/stellar_ev/poster_horiz_med2.jpg

Evolution of an Infographic
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http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/at-scientific-american/2012/02/21/the-evolution-of-a-scientific-american-
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http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/at-scientific-american/2012/02/21/the-evolution-of-a-scientific-american-
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4 Apr 12

27



30 Mar 12
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Why They Visit: Social Factor

• Social community referrals +172% (+2.1M)
• Facebook+Twitter=96% social community traffic

• Social news referrals +82% (+2.8M)
• StumbleUpon, Reddit, etc.
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http://8.media.collegehumor.cvcdn.com/90/69/d772520dd7706bb5ed8211e77b187c6f.jpg

Thank You!
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